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NEW PRESIDENT OF THE INSTITUTE NATIONAL CHEMISTRY
OF CHEMISTRY CEYLON OLYMPIAD COMPETITION

Dr. Poshitha Premaratne was elected as the new President of the Insti-
tute of Chemistry Ceylon at the Annual General Meeting held on 14" June
2017. The ceremonial installation took place at the Annual Dinner held
on 15" June 2017 at Finga-
ra Town and Country Club,
Boralasgamuwa by present-
ing him the President’s Medal
by the outgoing President Mr.
M R M Haniffa. The occasion
was graced by the Past Pres-
idents of the Institute, Staff
of CCS, Alumni and Council
members and Members of
IChemC.

Dr. Poshitha . i
Premaratne § Mr. MRM Haniffa

For the first time in Sri Lanka, ICHEMC organized the National
Chemistry Olympiad competition and training camp which was
held on 15% and 16" May 2017 at the Adamantane House. The
finalists of the Inter School Chemistry Competition were selected
as the participants for this competition and Ms. Udara Nirmani
Samaranayake from Mahamaya College, Kandy won the first place.

Part 0f the Chem‘is?m(npiad-ebmmittee-membe_r_s and the

Finalists 2017 ' ’

APPLY TODAY TO JOIN OUR GRADUATESHIP/TECHNICIAN PROGRAMMES
EARLIER YOU APPLY, LOWER WOULD BE THE FEES PAYABLE

Applications are invited from those hav-
ing three GCE (A/L) passes in recognized
scientific disciplines (including Chemistry as
a subject) or equivalent such as Diploma in
Chemistry, or awaiting results on GCE (A/L)
for the Graduateship Programme scheduled
to start basic non Credit courses in December,
2017. Admissions to the programme are pos-
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Make your ambitions a reality...
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Graduateship Programme

in Chemistry
® Low Cost ®Globally Recognized ® Delay-less

sible for those having passes in the Diploma in
Laboratory Technology (DLTC) programme
conducted by our Institute.

Prospective BSc Graduates from recog-
nized universities can also apply directly for
admission to the last two years of the Gradu-
ateship programme while they are in the third
year of a BSc Programme of a recognized Uni-

versity.

Those with GCE (O/L) qualification or
only one A/L pass in Chemistry can apply for
the two year Diploma in Laboratory Tech-
nology in Chemistry (DLTC) programme
scheduled to commence in January 2018.This
programme is also offered on weekend and
weekdays.
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CCS JOIN HANDS WITH
UNIVERSITY OF DEAKIN

The College of Chemical Sciences agreed to affiliate with
the University of Deakin, Australia to conduct degree
programmes for those interested in obtaining an Australian

degree. Students who wish to continue
their career in Australia can apply for
the 2+2 programme while others can fol-

DEAKIN

URIVERSITY AUSTRALIA

low the 2+1 programme. Delegates from
Deakin University visited the Institute
on 3" August 2017.

RESEARCH GRANTS

Two research grants have been awarded by the Institute of
Chemistry Ceylon for this year.

‘Evaluation of semiochemicals present both in the host
plant (brinjal) leucinodes orbonalis and brinjal fruit and
shoot borer (BFSB) in Sri Lanka’ The Principle supervisor
is Dr. Dinusha Udukala and the Co-supervisor is Prof. Priyani
Paranagama. Ms. M S Fathima Nusra is the Research Assistant
of the project.

‘Identification of novel Linamarin analogs as potent anti-
cancer drugs through a Computational Chemistry study’.
Principal supervisor is Dr. Chinthaka Ratnaweera and the
Co-supervisor is Dr. Dinara S Gunasekara. The Research As-
sistant is Mr. Senal Dinuka.

(CCS) News in brief
ANNUAL RESEARCH SESSIONS

The Annual Undergraduate Research Symposium was held on 10
and 11* of August 2017 at the College premises, and Dr. Theshini
Perera from University of Sri Jayawardenepura was the Chief Guest
of the event. The event was followed by a poster session where Ms.
Nikhila Paranamana was awarded the best poster presentation. The
events were coordinated by Dr. Chinthaka Ratnaweera and the sub

coordinator was Ms. Anoosheya Kuganesan.

rer

EQUIPMENT GRANT

The National Science Foundation (NSF) has offered CCS an
equipment grant (RG/2017/EQ/01) of 1.68 million rupees
for a Freeze Dryer. CCS offers their sincere gratitude for this
funding.

M.PHIL RESEARCH GRADUATION

Mr. Chanaka Navaratne successfully completed his M.Phil research
project based on the topic ‘A study of absorption of toxic elements;
Cd, As, Cr, Pb and Hg in se-
lected rice varieties (Oryzasati-
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lin two different management
{'_'!I systems’ and the M.Phil degree
was awarded by the University
| of Kelaniya. The grant (2015-2)
was awarded by the Institute of
Chemistry Ceylon for a period
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of two years, starting from Feb-
ruary 2015 and the thesis was
defended on 19 July 2017. The Supervisors were Prof. K A S Pathi-
ratne, Dr. (Mrs.) D S M de Silva and Dr. W M A D B Wickramasinghe.

PUBLICATIONS

Two research papers were published in reputed journals with
the contribution of CCS staft members.

An article on the topic ‘Proton-Gated Photoisomerization of
Amino-Substituted Dibenzofulvene Rotors’ was published
by Dr. Udaya K Jayasundara (Senior Lecturer), Dr. HyunJong
Kim, Dr. Krishna P Sahteli, Prof. Joseph I Cline and Prof.
Thomas W Bell in the Journal of Chemical Physics and Phys-
ical Chemistry’. Impact factor - 3.075

Two CCS staff members Dr. Sameera R Gunathilake (Senior
Lecturer) and Ms. Chathuri Peiris (Research Assistant) with
Dr. Dinesh Mohan, Dr. Todd E Mlsna, Dr. Meththika Vithan-
age published an review article in the Journal of Bio-resource
Technology’ on the topic ‘Biochar based removal of antibiot-
ic sulfonamides and Tetracyclines in Aquatic environments:
A critical review’ Impact factor - 5.651

02

INTER LEVEL DEBATE COMPETITION

The Inter Level Debate competition was held on the 24™ of August
2017 with the participation of teams representing each level. Level 3
team won the Debate Championships 2017.

Level 3 team

“Tf we knew what it was we were
doing, it would not be called

research, would it?”
- Albert Einstein
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DR AND MRS
SENTHESHANMUGANATHAN
FAMILY BURSARY

We are grateful to Dr and Mrs Sentheshanmuganathan for the
bursary awarded to one of our former GIC students, Ms. Samur-
dika Chathurangani. Ms. Samurdika express her heartfelt grati-
tude to Dr. Sentheshanmuganathan, a member of ICHEMC and
his family for the financial support given to complete her studies
successfully. Ms. Samurdika graduated with a Second Class (Up-
per Division) at the convocation held in February 2017. This bur-
sary was made possible by a generous donation of 10,000 Canadi-
an Dollars initially and further 10,000 US Dollars subsequently by
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PIRITH PROGRAMME
The Student Council of the College of Chemical Sciences and the

staff of CCS organized a Pirith Ceremony on the 21 of May 2017
at the Adamantane House. The ceremony was held with the par-

ticipation of many students, staff members as well as parents and
well-wishers. The almsgiving was held the following morning.

FLOOD RELIEF
The staff of ICHEMC together with the student council collected
dry rations and other necessary items to be donated to those af-
fected by floods. The donations were handed over to the collection
points at Shraddha TV and Manusath Derana.

(CCS) News in brief

POPULAR TALKS

The Physical Science section of the Sri Lanka Association for the
Advancement of Science (SLAAS) in collaboration with the Analytical
Club of CCS organized a guest lecture on “The missing fundamen-
tal and the mysteries of time travel: A basic theory and applying
science there in’ by Dr. Sanathdeva Murutenge an internationally
known Philosopher, Astrophysicist, Cosmologist, Cognitive Scientist
and System Theorist in Sri Lanka. It was held on 7 June 2017 at the
college auditorium. Its main focus was to understand how the funda-
mentals operate in basic research in order to make the hypothesis a
reality.

A popular lecture was held on 21* July 2017 by one of our own Re-
search Assistants Mr. Chanaka Nawarathna, on his M. Phil research
topic ‘A study of absorption of toxic elements; Cd, As, Cr, Pb and Hg
in selected rice varieties (Oryzasativa L.) in relation to their status
in two different management systems’ at the P P G L S Auditorium.

The Organic Chemistry Club of CCS jointly with the Environment
committee of SLAAS organized a popular talk on ‘Who is responsi-
ble? Polymeric environmental pollution’ on 30" August 2017 at the
Institute of Chemistry Ceylon auditorium. Resource personnel were
Dr. Thilini Gunasekara and Dr. Wasanthi Subasinghe.

b

RAMAZAN CELEBRATIONS
The annual Eid celebrations were held on 16™ August 2017 at the col-
lege auditorium. The event symbolizes the harmony among differ-
ent cultures, where a large number of students from different ethnic
groups participated.

“You can always do more than you

think you can”
-John Wooden

— =
INDUSTRIAL VISIT
The students and members of the CCS staff visited the Piramal Glass
Ceylon PLC, Ratmalana on 4™ May 2017. It was highly beneficial for
the students.
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‘AURA 2017’
The most spectacular event of CCS, the annual talent show AURA
was held on 29" July 2017 at the Kularathna Hall, Ananda Col-
lege Colombo 10. The Student Council of CCS annually organizes
this event, which parades that Chemists’ got talent. The evening
was enthralled by singing, dancing and other performances by the
students. Two guest performances by the well-known trio ‘Funky
Dirt’ and ‘D-Gang’ added glamour to the event. The newly elected
President of ICHEMC, Dr. Poshitha Premaratne graced the event
as the Chief Guest and Professor Eugene de Silva was the Guest of

Honour for the evening.
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‘CREDENCE’ 2017

This is a workshop organized by the Gavel Club of CCS in order

to uplift the public speaking skills and personality development of
the college students. It was held on the 24" of July 2017, at the P P

G L Siriwardena Auditorium.

(CCS) News in brief

ROTARACT ZEST
This event was organized by the Rotaract Club of CCS on the 3™ of
July 2017, for enrolling new students to the club.

A - B ™
e 8 %;(
L =

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL

CHEMISTRY QUIZ 2017
The Australian National Chemistry Quiz 2017 organized by the
Royal Australian Chemistry Institute (RACI) was held on 15" July
2017, for the 21* consecutive year with the participation of 150
schools islandwide. Nearly 5000 students participated in both ju-
nior and senior divisions.

ROTARACT CLUB INSTALLATION
CEREMONY

The 6™ Installation ceremony of the Rotaract Club of CCS was
held on the 10™ of July 2017 at the college premises. The Chief
Guest for the evening was Rtn. Aruni Siriwardana and Prof. S
P Deraniyagala graced the occasion as the Guest of Honour. Ms.
Dilendra Wijesekara was elected as the new President of the Club
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along with the members of the committee.

GAVELIERS MAKE CCS PROUD!!
‘Speech Master’ is the largest University level best speaker contest
held with the intention of enriching the public speaking skills of
the local youth. It is organized by the University of Sri Jayawar-
denapura annually. We are proud to announce that Ms. Samadhi
Nawalage (Level 3) a member of the Gavel Club of CCS became
the first runner-up at the Grand Finale held on 30*" July 2017 at the
Cinnamon Lakeside Colombo. Ms. Lakalya de Silva (Level 3) was
also among the finalists of the contest.
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‘BE A HERO SAVE LIVES’
A first-aid workshop was organized by the Saukyadana Unit of
CCS on 28™ August 2017, in order to educate the students and
staff members the importance of first-aid. It was highly beneficial
for those who took part in the programme
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‘PADURU PARTY’, FOR A NOBLE CAUSE!
The Saukyadana Unit of College of Chemical Sciences organized a
‘Paduru Party’ on 4™ July 2017 which was held at the Adamantane
House. The event was organized in aid of raising funds for the “Mi-

hindu Seth Sevana”, a Welfare association for disabled war heroes,
located in Attidiya.

INTER LEVEL BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT

The tournament was organized for the first time at CCS and was held
on 21 August at the Otter’s Aquatic Club Basketball courts. The Lev-
el 2 team was the champions of the men’s category, and the women’s
cham

(CCS) News in brief

CCS STRIKE AGAIN!!!

The CCS vs SAITM (South Asian Institute of Technology and
Medicine) annual cricket encounter was held on 18" June 2017 at
the De Soyza Cricket Stadium, Moratuwa. The CCS team won the
Professor ] N O Fernando Memorial trophy for the 2™ consecu-
tive time. The staff and students of CCS congratulate its team for
their victory. Thank you team CCS for making your Alma Mater
proud!

TOURNAMENT
The Inter Level Badminton Tournament was held on 3 July 2017
at the ‘Super Sports Badminton Courts’ Nawala. The Alumni
team won the Men’s championship and the Women’s champion-
ship was won by the Level 2 team.

CCS STAFF NEWS

New appointments

We warmly welcome three of our Graduate Chemists Ms. Madusha Liyanarachchi, Ms. Sajeewani Narasinghe and Mr. Prashan Rodrigo
(M.Sc in Analytical Chemistry, University of Colombo) who have been appointed as Teaching Assistants with effect from 1* June 2017. Ms.
Ushara Kumbulatara, a past student of CCS who graduated from the University of Northumbria, UK also joined as a Teaching Assistant with
effect from 1 August 2017.

We wish to welcome Ms. T Sandamuthu as the Assistant Registrar-Examination and Mr. G I K C Gammanpila as an Office Assistant.

Resignations

Ms. Amanda Kurian, Mr. Ruchiranga Ranaweera, Mr. Chanaka Navarathna and Mr. Tharindu Karunaratne resigned from the post of
Teaching Assistant to pursue their Post Graduate studies in USA. We wish them all the best for a bright future.

Ms. Ishara Amaratunga, Ms. Poornima Kalpani, Ms. Udesha Bopitiya, Ms. Heshani Perera and Mr. Anton Perera resigned in order to pursue
with their careers in the industry. The CCS family warmly wish them all the very best with their future careers.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

FE

I like to begin here by quoting from
Emeritus Professor Peter Fellget of
Cambridge University, who maintains
that universities should not stick only

to the task of teaching. New knowledge
needs to be gathered and constantly improved upon and updated
and entered into the teaching curriculum. This can be achieved if
these institutes of higher education carry out both fundamental and
advance research and innovation and through networking with oth-
er eminent teaching and research establishments. This is more so
poignant in the case of a core science like Chemistry.

Considering our own situation at home some of the universities and
institutes of higher education have become mere degree awarding
outlets and pay little or no regard for research or upgrading curric-
ula with new knowledge. This exam oriented teaching and learning
protocols, something akin to the present day tuition classes where
under grads will simply commit themselves to memorize the subject
matter without understanding the basics and thereafter regurgitate
what they learnt at exams. This is a sad situation as it would lead to
substandard graduates who will fit neither here nor there in society.

It would be a black mark on our higher education profile.

When it comes to institutional research, one must consider that
innovation plays a critical role to commercial success. However the
emerging trend today for commercial success appears to be a market
driven innovations and R&D. This is borne out by market research
findings and share price statistics, for example of big pharmaceuti-
cal and nutraceutical companies. The demand for novel chemical
products is supported by chemical informatics and the development
of concomitant databases, where researchers can evaluate and find

POINTS TO PONDER

Dr. P Premaratne
President, Institute of Chemistry Ceylon

out which particular features or part of a molecule fit in closest to
the structure-function format, or which ligands interact best with a

given receptor.

Once novel products are developed, companies will be able to work
on new formulations, as has been done in the past with success.

For us to carryout meaningful research and development there
should be adequate funding and attractive remuneration and soci-
etal appreciation, At present 0.13% of GDP in research funding, if
increased to over 1% might help in producing our R&D personnel,
which at present stands at 25% of the world average.

New developments

Our own situation at the College of Chemical Sciences of the In-
stitute of Chemistry is the inadequate space for both teaching and
more so for research despite having an eminent teaching and re-
search staff.

In lieu of this a major ambitious programme was launched some-

time back. Building development on one acre land that is being
transferred to IChemC by the Urban Development Authority will
house modern lecture halls, laboratories, library, gymnasium, rec-
reation facilities etc, and the proposed Innovation Project is to be
implemented with private sector partnership and, the establishment
of a BSc Special Degree programme, in addition to the existing GIC
Programme. The Institute collaborates with the Ministry of Science
and Technology, Ministry of Megapolis and Western Development
and the Ministry of Education in its educational and physical ex-
pansion programmes.

CCS Alumni

‘MANUDAMIN DIYA
BINDAK’

A musical concert, ‘Manudamin Diya Bindak;

News

Walk with Wayo was organized by the Alum-
ni Association of the College of Chemical Sci-
ences in aid of funding the association’s CSR
project to establish a water purification plant at
Walisinghe Harischandra Vidyalaya, Anurad-
hapura. The event was held on 27" May 2017
at the National Youth Center Maharagma, with
the participation of “Wayo, featured by Sanuka
Wickramasinghe. The main aim of this project
is to help minimize the risk of CKDu (Chronic
Kidney Disease of unknown etiology) amongst
the younger generation living in the area by
providing clean drinking water.
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Institute of Chemistry Ceylon (IChemC) News in brief

46™ ANNUAL SESSIONS
The 46™ Annual Sessions and the 76™ Anniversary Celebrations of
the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon was held from 14™ to 16™ June
2017. The inauguration ceremony took place at the Plastic and Rub-
ber Institute Rajagiriya, on 14" June 2017. Mr. S K Cyril Suduwella,
Advisor and Coordinator to the Minister of Science, Technology and
Research graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and Dr. MM J P
Gawarammana, Chairman of Tea Research Board, Talawakelle as

the Guest of Honour.
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At this occasion, awards recognizing research under various catego-

ries and awards for the best performances at the Graduateship exam-

inations were presented.

The ‘Distinguished Service Award 2017 was awarded to Professor
S P Deraniyagala by the Council of ICHEMC at the Annual Sessions
of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon held on 14™ June 2017.

NSTITC gy c‘lﬁms
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Annual Technical Sessions were held on 15" and 16" June 2017 at the
P P G L Siriwardena Auditorium, where research on various areas of
chemistry were presented and discussed.

College of Chemical Sciences News Letter

o

President
President Elect
Vice President

COUNCIL 2017/ 2018 p

: Dr. P Premarathne
: Prof. S Liyanage
: Prof. (Mrs)P A Paranagama
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Prof. (Mrs) J A Liyanage
Ms. P M Jayasinha
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THEME SEMINAR

The Theme Seminar was held on 15® June at the Plastic and Rubber
Institute on the theme for this year ‘Role of Chemists for a Bet-

e

ter Tomorrow’ The Chief Guest of the occasion was Professor O
A Tlleperuma and the keynote lecture was delivered by Professor
Nilwala Kottegoda. The occasion comprised many lectures by other

eminent chemists and academics.
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DONATIONS FOR SUBJECT PRIZES...
CCS is grateful for the donors for the below mentioned subject
prizes. The prizes have been awarded to the prize winners for the
year 2016.

Level 1
Abdul Salam Memorial prize for Fundamentals of Physics for
Chemists (Donor: Dr. Sithy Iqbal) : Mr. PLY V Alwis

Level 2

No. 2

Nureshan Dias prize for Principles of Quantum Chemistry and Molecular Spectroscopy (Donor: Mr. Nureshan Diaz) : Mr. M ] M Afnan

Mrs. Yasawathie Satharasinghe Memorial Prize for Organic Chemistry II (Donor: Dr. Dinusha Udukala): Ms. W R P Somarathne

Mrs. Deepika Seneviratne and Family prize for Titrimetric and Gravimetric method in Analysis (Donor: Mrs. Deepika Seneviratne ) :

Ms. M A F Mushrifa

( GRADUATESHIP EXAMINATION IN CHEMISTRY - 2017 (FIRST SEMESTER)

LEVEL 1 - AWARD LIST

Dr. Infas and Family Prize for Basic Concepts

Graduate Chemist Alumni Prize for General & Inorganic Chemistry
Emerine Fernando Memorial Prize for Principles of Physical Chemistry
Bennett Prize for Mathematics for Biological Science Students

Somawathi Mathew Memorial Prize for Biology for Physical Science Students

LEVEL 2 - AWARD LIST

Professor ] N Oleap Fernando Prize for Physical Chemistry
Professor Samitha P Deraniyagala Prize for Inorganic Chemistry
Professor Siromi Samarasinghe Prize for Organic Chemistry I

Mr. B G C Chathuprabha
Ms. ] A D I Ranasinghe
Ms. L P L Jayasinghe
Ms.M A ST Kularathne
Ms. Y H Ranasinghe

Ms. CJ Lekamwasam
Mr.PLY V Alwis
Ms. CJ Lekamwasam

Mrs. Deepika Senaviratne & Family Prize for Titrimetric and Gravimetric Methods of Analysis Mr. P LY V Alwis

Professor Jayantha Welihinda Prize for Biochemistry

LEVEL 3 & 4 - AWARD LIST
Vidyajothi H R Premaratne Prize for Particle Physics
Dr. and Mrs. Swaminathan Memorial Prize for Information Technology for Chemistry
N M S Hettigedara Family Prize for Pharmaceutical & Medicinal Chemistry
Piyadasa & Kalyanawathi De Silva Memorial Prize for Quality Management
Mr. & Mrs. H G Dias Memorial Prize for Electrochemical Technology
Dharmarathne Wasala Prize for Computational Chemistry
Deepa Sotheeswaran Gaschik Prize for Agrochemicals
Dr. Lakshman Ponnamperuma Memorial Prize for Special Topics in Inorganic Chemistry
Dr. Sudath Kumarasinghe Memorial Prize for Special Topics in Physical Chemistry
W R O Fernando Memorial Prize for Energetics & Kinetics
Mr & Mrs N.I.N.S. Nadarasa Prize for Advanced Topics in Organic Chemistry
CCS Prize for Research Methods
Q’Is. Poornima Jayasinghe Prize for Analytical Chemistry Instrumental Analysis I

Ms. FJ Saneer

Ms. P S Ishtaweera

Ms. C T R Silva, Ms. M N F Nazra
Ms. K Chandrakanthan

Ms. KN M L N Kosgahakumbura
Ms. L N Dayaratne

Ms. K Chandrakanthan

Ms. K Chandrakanthan

Ms. M A F Mushrifa

Ms. M A F Mushrifa

Ms. I L Hettige

Ms. M A F Mushrifa

Ms. A A D T Abeysinghe

Mr. N M H N Thilakarathne

J

College of Chemical Sciences
Institute of Chemistry Ceylon
341/22, Kotte Road,
Welikada,

Rajagiriya

Telephone: 011 2861231, 2861653, 4015230 Email: www.ichemc@sltnet.lk

Web: www.ichemc.edu.lk
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