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XIXTH CONVOCATION IN GRANDEUR
The 19th Convocation of the College of Chemical Sciences was held on 
the 22nd of November 2023 at the Bandaranaike Memorial International 
Conference Hall, felicitating the 40th batch of Graduate Chemists, 2nd 
batch of graduates in BSc (Hons) in Chemical Sciences and 48th batch 
of Diplomates in Laboratory Technology. 
The convocation was declared open by Prof. Namal Priyantha, President 
of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon, followed by the conferment of 
designations and certificates to 168 Graduate Chemists, 5 Diplomates 
in Chemistry and 50 Diplomates in Laboratory Technology. The 
Shireen Jayasuriya Memorial Gold Medal 
for the best performance in all parts of the 
Graduateship Examination was awarded to 
Mr. W.G.K. Kumara, while the Vidya Nidhi 
Dr. N. R. de Silva Memorial Prize for the best 

performance in all 
parts of the BSc (Hons) 
in Chemical Science was awarded to Mr. 
M.A.N.U. Malaweera Arachchi. The Dr. R. 
O. B. Wijesekara 
Felicitation Fund 
Award for the best 

All-rounder of the GIC & BSc programs 
was awarded to Ms. Y.K. Ranasinghe. The 
Dr. G. C. N. Jayasuriya Award for the first 
in batch of the DLT program was secured 
by Ms K.S.T.C. Rangadari.
The convocation address was delivered by the chief guest, Prof. Gamini 
Rajapakshe, Senior Professor of Chemistry from the University of 
Peradeniya. Mr. M.A.N.U. Malaweera Arachchi, Mr. Gayan Kumara 
and Ms K.S.T.C. Rangadari delivered the valedictory addresses of 
the BSc, GIC and DLT programs respectively. The much-anticipated 
convocation was held in true grandeur amidst many an obstacle, 
fulfilling the long-awaited dream of the graduates and diplomates of 
the class of 2023.

NEW BATCHES AT CCS
Two inauguration ceremonies took place for the early bird 
and regular batches for this academic year.
The Inauguration ceremony for the early bird batch of 2023 
was held with Dr. N D A Wageesha as the chief guest on the 
10th of June while for the regular batch was held on the 14th 
of October with Mr. Graham Marshall gracing the occasion 
as the chief guest. Both guests are proud CCS alumnus and 
shared their journeys to success at the events.
The sessions consisted of several speeches to greet the new 
entrants including an introduction to the curriculum and 
the laboratories.

chief guest, Prof. Gamini Rajapakshe 
delivering the convocation address

Head table at the convocation
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GUEST EDITORIAL
CATALYZING CURIOSITY IN CHEMISTRY THROUGH 

THE INTERNATIONAL CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD
Professor Ireshika De Silva, F.I.Chem.C., Chartered Chemist

Department of Chemistry, University of Colombo

Chairperson, Chemistry Olympiad Sri Lanka Committee, Institute of Chemistry Ceylon, Rajagiriya

	 The International Chemistry Olympiad (IChO) is a prestigious 
educational competition that aims to catalyze curiosity and passion 
for chemistry among students at the secondary school level. This 
annual event provides a platform for talented students to showcase 
their knowledge, problem-solving skills, and passion for chemistry.  
Established in 1968, the IChO had its inaugural event hosted in 
Prague with the participants from Czechoslovakia, Poland, and 
Hungary. Over the years, the IChO has experienced significant 
growth, with participation extending to over 80 countries. In this 
competition, teams from nations worldwide consist of a maximum 
of four students undergo assessments evaluating their proficiency in 
chemistry through a rigorous five-hour laboratory practical exam 
and a five-hour written theoretical examination. Gold medals are 
awarded to the highest-performing 12% of students, while silver 
medals are given to the subsequent 22%. Bronze medals are awarded 
to the succeeding 32% of students and the next 10% of non-medalists 
receive recognition in the form of honorable mentions. Additionally, 
distinct awards are presented to the overall highest scorer, and to 
students excelling in the theoretical and practical examinations.

One of the primary impacts of the IChO is its ability to ignite 
a passion for chemistry among students. The IChO challenges 
participants with complex and advanced chemistry problems that 
require critical thinking and a deep understanding of scientific 
principles. The problems presented in the IChO often involve 
cutting-edge concepts and real-world applications of chemistry. 
The practical component allows students to get hands-on experience 
while applying theoretical knowledge in a real-world setting. 
Furthermore, working in a laboratory setting is a transformative 
experience, inspiring students to pursue careers in scientific research. 
As chemistry stands as the central science, this exposure serves as 
an inspiration, prompting them to explore more advanced topics 
within the broader STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics) spectrum. Winning or participating in the IChO 
is a prestigious achievement that can open doors to educational 
and professional opportunities. Medalists get the opportunity to 
receive scholarships to gain admission into worldclass universities to 
pursue college education. Success in the IChO brings more than just 
medals; it opens doors to global networking. Exposure to different 
cultures, languages, and ways of thinking creates an enriching 
environment that fosters a more inclusive scientific community. 
The friendship developed extends beyond the competition, creating 
lasting connections among students who share a common passion 
for chemistry. These relationships often evolve into collaborations 
that exceed borders, contributing to the collaborative spirit that is 
vital in advancing scientific knowledge. 

Recognizing the importance of involvement in the IChO, in 2016, 
the Governing Council of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon 
(IChemC) took initiatives by establishing a committee to organize 
the National Chemistry Olympiad competition. Subsequently, 
the IChO Steering Committee officially endorsed the IChemC as 
the designated organizer for conducting the National Chemistry 
Olympiad competition in Sri Lanka. This role includes both 
organizing the competition and providing training for the team 
that participates in the International Chemistry Olympiad. Having 
initially served as observers in the IChO in both 2018 and 2019, 
the Sri Lankan team joined this prestigious competition in 2020. 
Sri Lanka has progressively emerged as successful contenders in 
the South Asian region, closely following India. Notably, in both 
2020 and 2021, the Sri Lankan team secured three bronze medals 
and one honorable mention. The momentum continued in 2022, 
with the team achieving a silver medal and three bronze medals. In 
2023, the Sri Lankan team maintained their success, securing four 
bronze medals. It is noteworthy to mention, the selection of the Sri 
Lankan silver medalist of year 2021 to pursue undergraduate studies 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), a prestigious 
institution in the United States. This accomplishment highlights 
the caliber of students emerging from Sri Lanka's participation in 
international Olympiad competitions. 

Despite Sri Lanka's impressive progress in the IChO over the past 
four years, significant challenges persist in selecting and training 
the Sri Lankan team. A notable concern is the lack of interest 
among students in participating the National selection test, a trend 
rooted in systemic issues within the Sri Lankan education system. 
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Remediation." This competition, organized annually by the Section 
E2 of the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of Science 
(SLAAS), provides a platform for universities across the island to 
showcase their best undergraduate research in Chemistry. Notably, 
this achievement marks the first time that one of our Institute's 
undergraduate research projects has been awarded first place in 
this prestigious competition.
CCS undergraduates secured second place under the theme 
“Nutraceuticals - Chemistry and Applications” in the Inter-
University Undergraduate Poster Competition 2023, organised 
by SLAAS Section E2. The competition took place on the 29th 
of July, and the team comprised of Anupa Somasiri, Dinushi 
Fernando, Lasani Gunawardana, Gimhani Jayatilleke and Sesadhi 
Rajapaksha from level 4.

GUIDING UNDERGRADS 
TO FUTURE SUCCESS

The “Academic CV writing and graduate study pathways” 
workshop was successfully held on the 04th of December 2023, 
organized by the Career Guidance Unit of CCS.
The workshop was conducted by Dr. Ranmal Gunatilake, where 
he shared his valuable insights on the process of construting a 
powerful academic CV and mentored the audience on the different 

pathways one can 
proceed onto after 
obtaining their 
Bachelor's degree. 
The audience 
u n d o u b t e d l y 
gained knowledge 
and confidence in 
conclusion of the 
workshop.

Outdated and inadequately aligned curricula, an overemphasis on 
rote memorization, and examination-focused teaching and learning 
approaches contribute to the discouragement of critical thinking 
and practical applications of scientific knowledge. The main focus 
on the Advanced Level examination and university entry further 
diminishes students’ enthusiasm for national competition. Even 
some of the island's top-ranking students are not interested in 
participating in these competitions, creating a disconnect between 
their academic achievements and their engagement in challenging 
scientific endeavors. Bridging the substantial gap between the 

Advanced Level chemistry syllabus and the complex problems given 
in the IChO poses a considerable challenge for mentors, given the 
limited time available for training sessions. Recognizing the crucial 
role of teachers, efforts should be directed towards encouraging 
students to participate in such competitions, fostering critical 
thinking, and steering away from the stereotypical approach of 
learning. By addressing these aspects, Sri Lanka can work towards 
creating a more conducive environment for students to develop a 
genuine interest in chemistry, participate in national selection tests, 
and eventually compete at the international level.

~~~~~*~~~~~

CCS NEWS

COLLOQUIUMS
Two colloquiums on “High efficiency and stable perovskites for 
photovoltaics” and “Value addition to natural products” were 
conducted on the 27th of July and 11th of October 2023.

Ms Hashini Perera, a CCS alumnus and 
current PhD candidate at the University 
of Surrey, UK shared her insights and 
experiences and provided a comprehensive 
overview of the current state-of-the-
art perovskite solar cell technologies 
highlighting the unprecedented progress 
achieved over the years. 
"Value addition 

to natural products" by Dr. Charitha 
Jayaruk focused on the intriguing 
utilisation of abundant minerals 
and agricultural waste in Sri Lanka 
as water remediation adsorbents 
and photocatalysts. The discussion 
garnered a significant audience, of all 
which got invaluable knowledge on the scaffolds of research.
                          

CCS AT SLAAS
It is with immense pride that 
we announce that Uthsara 
Malaweera Arachchi from 
the Institute of Chemistry 
Ceylon has secured first 
place in the 'Inter-University 
Undergraduate Research 
Competition 2023' for his 
work on "Lignin-Based 
Embedded and Surface-
Deposited Nanoscale 
Zero-Valent Iron for Cd(II) 



April, 2023 - December, 2023 Volume: 21	 No: 02

C o l l e g e  o f  C h e m i c a l  S c i e n c e s  N e w s l e t t e r04

STUDENT LIFE AT CCS
SINHALA - TAMIL NEW YEAR 

CELEBRATION - AVURUDU UDAWA
The long-awaited Sinhala - Tamil avurudu celebration of CCS 
- ICHEMC was organized after three years by the Students’ 
Association along with the Social Affairs Committee and the 
Alumni Association. The event was held on the 1st of May 2023 at 
Kotte President’s College Ground. It was a day to remember, packed 
with fun-filled activities, rituals, and games which encouraged 
good sportsmanship and forged new friendships and beginnings 
for the blessed year ahead.

RELIGIOUS PROGRAM FOR THE 
NEWLY ENROLLED STUDENTS

The newly enrolled 
44th batch was warmly 
welcomed by hosting 
a religious program 
organized to inaugurate 
the commencement of 
their academic journey 
at CCS. The event 
comprised of prayers 

encompassing all the religions and inspirational messages, which 
sought to bestow upon the students the wisdom, strength, and 
resilience needed for their upcoming educational endeavors. The 
religious leaders shared words of encouragement, emphasizing the 
significance of knowledge, compassion, and moral values in the 
pursuit of academic excellence.

HOLI 23’
Holi 23’ was held on the 3rd of September at the Janaka Ranwaka 
grounds, Moragasmulla as a collaboration between Students’ 
Association and the Rotaract club of the CCS, aiming to promote 
understanding, appreciation, and participation in Holi, emphasising 

its cultural significance and values. It signified the arrival of spring 
and the celebration of unity and cultural diversity.

AURA XII
The month of November beckoned 
the nearing of the most anticipated 
event on the CCS calendar, AURA. 
In preparation for the 11th iteration 
of this grand affair, the hallowed 
halls and corridors of CCS were 
filled with the sounds of music, 
dance, and drama, put together 
by our very own multi-talented 
students. 

AURA XII was successfully held 
on the 26th of November at the 

Malalasekara Theatre Hall of Nalanda College where months of 
dedication and preparation unfolded like clockwork. The show 
commenced at 6.30 p.m. with the arrival of Prof. Namal Priyantha, 
President of IChemC, and the lighting of the traditional oil lamp. 
The honorable dignitaries included, notably Mr. Lasitha Gunasekara, 
Program Producer at Hiru TV in recognition of Hiru TV being the 
official media partner for AURA XII, Dean of CCS, Prof. Srianthie 
Deraniyagala, Academic staff, non-academic staff, parents, alumni, 
and students.

The audience was serenaded with a variety of musical performances 
to delight all tastes, with genres ranging from the likes of rock, pop, 
contemporary, all the way to Sinhala baila, and even musical plays! 
The CCS dance team rocked the stage with a variety of performances 
that transported the audience across the world encompassing many 
cultures, as they performed dances that included styles such as Folk, 
Punjabi, Latin, Sinhalese traditional, Contemporary Western, and 
much more.

Another main aspect of the show were the two plays, they managed 
to keep the audience on the edge of their seats with suspense and 
fill the auditorium with gales of laughter. The show  concluded 
with the entire performance team as well as organizing committee 
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singing along with the audience, bringing another unforgettable 
experience to an end. 

GAVEL CLUB
“The Orator” – Quest 04 
A Gavel CCS marathon held at the PPGL auditorium, where 
several speakers presented their speeches and were evaluated as 
a part of their criteria to complete the competent communicator 
goals.

‘Talk to Me’ Movie Night Fundraiser
A fundraiser took place on the 29th of October 2023 at the PPGL 
Auditorium. The featured movie for the evening was “Talk to 
Me”, a compelling choice that brought out the theme of horror 
within the audience. The evening turned out to be a tremendous 
success and it was not only a delightful evening of entertainment 
where the audience thoroughly enjoyed themselves, but it was 
also a meaningful opportunity to support the club’s growth 
and initiatives. Notably, the event welcomed guests from the 
entire CCS student body, enhancing the sense of community 
and participation.

 

ROTARACT CLUB
The Catalyst
The conducted “Team building session” for the executive committee 
and the board members of the Rotaract Club of CCS is a part of 
the club service avenue and was held on 9th of July 2023 at Mount 
Lavinia Beach. The major goal was to improve the dynamics and 
cohesion of the club by encouraging cooperation, trust, and effective 
communication.

Aranya
This project was a commendable collaborative effort between the 
Rotaract club of American National College and College of Chemical 
Sciences, along with the Rotaract club of DYPSBB- Satellite City (RI 
District -3142.)
This ambitious initiative was rooted in the shared understanding of 
the significance of environmental conservation and the need to foster 
international cooperation to address this pressing issue. The project 
unfolded in two distinct but interrelated phases, each contributing to 
the overarching goal of promoting environmental consciousness and 
wildlife preservation. The first phase of project involved a nature and 
wildlife photography competition. This phase aimed to engage people 
through the visual medium, encouraging participants to capture the 
captivating beauty of nature and wildlife. By channeling the power of 
photography, the organizers sought to evoke an emotional connection 
to the natural world and its inhabitants.

Phase 2: Wildlife Conservation Webinar 
The second phase of the project involved a 
wildlife conservation webinar. This phase 
transitioned from the visual and artistic 
aspects of nature to a more intellectual and 
educational platform. The webinar featured 
experts in the field of wildlife conservation, 
biodiversity, and environmental science. The 
experts shared their knowledge, insights, and 
experiences, shedding light on the challenges 

faced by our planet's ecosystems and the species within them.
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11th Installation Ceremony
The 11th installation ceremony of President, Rtr. Sayumi Tissaaratchy, 
and her Board of Directors for the year 2023/24 took place on the 
26th of August at the PPGL Auditorium, Institute of Chemistry 
Ceylon. This installation ceremony not only marked the transition 
of leadership within the club but also symbolised the continuation 
of the club's legacy of service and dedication to the community. 
The event served as an opportunity to celebrate the achievements 
of the outgoing leadership and to welcome the new team that will 
carry the torch forward, ensuring that the Rotaract Club of College 
of Chemical Sciences continues to make a positive difference in 
society.

Vision to Reality
The "Vision to Reality" project was a collaboration between Xneura, 
a leading neuro linguistic programming practitioner dedicated 
to helping individuals unlock their true potential, and several 
Rotaract clubs including the Rotaract club of APIIT, Rotaract club 
of Cinnamon Gardens, Rotaract club of ICBT, and the Rotaract 
club of College of Chemical Sciences. This workshop took place 
on the 20th of September at the ICBT Auditorium and featured a 
series of interactive brain gym activities carefully curated to engage 
participants' minds, enhance their creativity, and sharpen their 
focus. These activities served as a mental workout, stimulating 
innovative thinking and encouraging participants to explore new 
horizons within their minds.

Project "isyskhg mshdm;a"
The "isyskhg mshdm;a" project 
is a heartwarming initiative 
aimed at supporting the 
education of underprivileged 
children in grades 1 to 11 by 
providing essential stationery 
items. Recognizing that access 
to basic educational tools is 
a critical factor in fostering a 
positive learning environment, 
this project seeks to empower 

students with the resources they need for a successful academic 
journey. This project took place on the 28th September 2023 at the 
Rathna Kanishta Vidyalaya, Hokandara.

Ratnapura Visit
Ratnapura visit was a district project hosted by the Rotaract clubs 
of Ratnapura, CCS Colombo Heritage, Horizon campus, Panadura. 
This unique initiative aimed to strengthen the bonds of fellowship, 
promote cultural exchange, and engage in impactful community 
service in the vibrant city of Ratnapura.

Drops of Hope
The Blood donation project, “Drops of Hope” undertaken by the 
Rotaract Clubs of College of Chemical Sciences and Katugastota 
Region and the Interact Club of Kingswood College Kandy, aimed 
to increase awareness about the importance of blood donation, 
encourage voluntary blood donations, and contribute to building 
a sustainable blood supply in our community. The project took 
place on 6th October 2023.

Mindflix
MindFlix is a groundbreaking initiative organized along with the 
Rotaract Club of DYPSBB satellite city aimed at raising awareness 
about mental health issues through the power of storytelling. This 
unique project blended the art of short filmmaking with the urgent 
need to address mental health challenges in our society. Through 
a curated showcase of compelling short films, MindFlix aimed to 
create a platform that fosters understanding, empathy, and support 
for individuals dealing with mental health issues.

Project Heena
This project aims to bridge educational gaps and ignite a passion for 
science among underprivileged students by conducting interactive 
and engaging science sessions. Recognizing the disparity in 
educational opportunities, our project team is dedicated to fostering 
curiosity and a love for learning in young minds. As the first phase 
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of the project we joined hands with the O/L students of the St. 
Mary’s Tamil Maha Vidyalaya on 13th October 2023.

Game Night
The 'Game Night' project which was held on the 6th of November 
2023 is a community-oriented initiative aimed at fostering social 
interaction, team building, and entertainment among club members 
and the IChemC community. This project falls under the club 
services avenue, which focuses on strengthening club operations, 
enhancing member engagement and promoting fellowship.

Project Ascend
"Ascend", a joint initiative by the Rotaract clubs of the College 
of Chemical Sciences, Colombo Heritage, and Excellence, 
was a comprehensive project designed to cultivate effective 
communication and people skills, empowering individuals to excel 
both personally and professionally. Recognizing the paramount 
importance of strong interpersonal abilities in various facets of life, 
this project aims to equip participants with the tools and knowledge 
necessary to navigate diverse social and professional landscapes 
with confidence and effectiveness.

SNAPR - PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Photography workshop
Snapr, The Photography club in a recent joint initiative with the 
Rotaract club of CCS organised a dynamic photography workshop. 
This collaborative effort aimed not only to hone the photography 
skills of club members but it also provided a platform for creative 
exchange and skill-sharing, and interaction between club members 
in sharing their tips on photography. Additionally, the Photography 
club reached a significant milestone by launching its official website, 
creating a digital hub for members to showcase their portfolios, 
share photography tips, and stay updated on upcoming events. The 
website serves as a virtual gallery, reflecting the diverse perspectives 
and talents within the club. 

MAGICIAN’S CLUB
The Annual General Meeting
The Society of magicians’ AGM was held on 24 July 2023 where 
the following students were appointed as the Board, Dilshani 
Gunawardena as the President, Sanuri Jayawardena as the secretary 
and Yasiru Nadipa as the treasurer

Open-day Magic show
The Open Day- Magic shows 
were held to create an interest 
and a profile of chemistry 
among the future generation 
who are about to enter the 
College of Chemical Sciences, 
Institute of Chemistry Ceylon 

for the new academic year.
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Outdoor Magic show
This was a great opportunity to take our talents and skills out of 
our institute. The magic shows conducted in schools were held 
from grades 1 to 11. Here, with their participation, they spent time 
sharing and gathering knowledge on chemistry, which was both 
interesting and entertaining. Conducting these magic shows at 
schools gave us the chance to inspire both students and teachers 
alike.

Inter-university magic competition
The magic club of CCS was placed overall 2nd in the inter-university 
magic competition in which the following universities participated 
in: University of Peradeniya, University of Colombo, University of 
Kelaniya and Southeastern University of Sri Lanka. The members 
who participated were awarded with colors at the annual general 
meeting of 2023.

MEDIA CIRCLE OF CCS
Transition Meeting
The AGM for the year 2023/24 was held on the 6th of August 2023 
which marked the ascension of the new executive committee to 
their positions. The new board members are as follows, 
President                    - Dinushi Fernando
Vice President           - Keshiah Fernandez 
Secretary                    - Tellulah Fernando
Divisional Heads
•	 Content Writing        - Tharushi Fernando
•	 Editorial                      - Upeksha Nilnuwani 
•	 Public Relations         - Gimhani Jayathilleke
•	 Graphic Design          - Minoli Ruapsinghe

Committee Member- Sanuga Nanayakkara
Committee Member- Senaya Muhandiram

In addition, under the guidance of Prof Sujatha Hewage and 
Prof Chamari Hettiarachchi the Media Circle contributed to 
the ‘Chemistry in Sri Lanka’ Magazine by interviewing several 
prominent industry and business leaders about their experiences 
in the chemical industry. Rajitha Kariyawasan Managing Director: 
Haycarb PLC Deputy Chairman: Dipped Products (DPL) PLC / 
Hayleys Fibre PLC and M S Prasanna Udaya Kumara Director, 
Technical and R&D, Haycarb PLC were interviewed and featured 
in the Vol. 40 No 2 – Sep 2023 issue under the topics “Activated 
Carbon; A Sustainable Solution and Unlocking Value from Coconut 

Shell Waste”.
Our most recent project was in 
collaboration with the SACCS where 
we collectively published a souvenir/
yearbook for AURA XII. Our board 
members were actively involved in the 
process of compiling the souvenir and 
aided with creative development.

ORGANIC CHEMISTRY CLUB
Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the Organic Chemistry club of 
College of Chemical Sciences was held on the 2nd of August 2023, 
at the PPGL Siriwardene Auditorium. The new board members 
are as follow

President          	 - Hiruni Wijesinghe

Vice President 	 - Prabudi Gurusinghe 

Secretary          	 - Minduli Weerathunga

Treasurer          	 - Abisheka Seneviratne

Editor-in-Chief 	 - Dinushi Fernando

Committee Members

Anupa Somasiri		  Kalana Ravishan

Minoli Ruapsinghe 	 Tellulah Fernando
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FUTSAL 
Inter-level futsal tournament
A historic milestone was set on the 18th of May 2023 when the 
Football Team of CCS held the first inter-level futsal tournament 
at Misfits Arena, Boralesgamuwa. Bringing together students from 
various academic levels, this tournament not only showcased the 
diverse talent within the institute but also fostered a sense of healthy 
competition and camaraderie. The overall victory was clinched 
by Level 3 (41st Batch), a testament to their exceptional skills and 
teamwork. Additionally, Level 4 boys (40th Batch) triumphed 
the boys’ category and Level 3 girls (41st Batch) triumphed girls’ 
category, solidifying their dominance on the futsal court and leaving 
an indelible mark on institute’s sporting legacy.

CCS vs IIT futsal encounter 
The CCS vs IIT futsal encounter that was held on the 2nd of 
September 2023 at Uni Sports Futsal Complex, Kirulapona, added 
another exciting chapter to the institute's sports narrative. This 
friendly match served as a platform to introduce competitive 
futsal to the institute's players, fostering an environment of skill 
development and sportsmanship. The competition featured three 
thrilling matches, two among the boys and one among the girls, 
with active participation from CCS and IIT. Beyond the score lines, 
the encounter provided invaluable benefits, revealing weaknesses 
in the teams that could be addressed for future improvement. 
Moreover, it served as a catalyst for strengthening the relationship 
between IIT and CCS students, transcending the boundaries of 
competition to foster a spirit of unity and collaboration

CHESS CLUB
Inter University Chess Championship Organized by 
NSBM 
The CCS Chess team took part in the Chess Championship 
organized by the NSBM which was held on the 19th of September 
2023 in which the boys’ team placed 5th.

 
Battle of the Dark Horses
The CCS Chess team had the privilege of organizing a Chess 
tournament “Battle of the Dark Horses” against KIU Campus for 

the first time in the history. The tournament was held on the 31st 
of October 2023 at IChemC Premises. Two teams from each side 
participated in the Challenge and the IChem Teams were crowned 
as Champions. 

BASKETBALL
CCS vs SLTC match
A friendly match between the Sri Lanka Technological Research 
Campus and College of Chemical Sciences was successfully held on 
the 25th of June, 2023, at the Nalanda Indoor Basketball Court. The 
match concluded with scores of 28-31 with SLTC taking the win.

Interlevel Basketball Tournament 2023
The Interlevel Basketball Tournament 2023 was successfully held 
on the 23rd of April 2023, at the Nalanda College Indoor Basketball 
Court, 8:00 am onwards. Students from each level, including alumni 
students, took part in the tournament. The event was graced with 
the presence of Dr. Keerthi at the awards ceremony, along with 
council member Mr. Shihan Kumarathunga lighting the oil lamp 
at the start of the event.
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BADMINTON
Club activities
RCL (Rotaract Champions League) 2022 was held on April 1st 2023.

Rotaract club of CCS (RACCCS) was placed 4th among 56 teams 
of Rotaract clubs island wide.

The participants were Dinuka Jayasinghe, Vishwa Samod and Sonali 
Rajawansha.

A tournament between SLLC and CCS was held on April 5th 2023 
where CCS emerged the champions.

Inter levels Badminton Tournament 2023 was held on October 
23rd 2023 where the Alumni emerged champions and Level 3 were 
runners up. The Boy’s best player was awarded to Chamath Himesh 
and the Girl best player was awarded to Sawandi Senanayake.

CRICKET
Friendly Match with SLTC University
After a hiatus of three years, the CCS cricket team accomplished a 
significant milestone by organizing a friendly cricket match with 
SLTC University on 20th May 2023. This event marked a triumphant 
return to competitive cricket for CCS.

Friendly Match with Ayurveda University
In continuation of their success, the CCS cricket team organized 
another friendly match, this time with Ayurveda University on 
19th September 2023,  bringing our commitment to broadening 
our cricketing experiences.

Friendly Cricket Match with the SLLC University 
CCS Cricket Team scripts history with a nail-biting victory. After a 
thrilling match at Irrigation Grounds Ratmalana on November 17th, 
they secured their first-ever win this year, triumphing over SLLC 
University. A monumental turning point in CCS Cricket's journey.

, Adamantane House, 
341/22, Kotte Road, Welikada, Rajagiriya, Sri Lanka. 

  +94 11 286 1653, +94 11 286 1231     
w www.ichemc.ac.lk     
m ichemc@sltnet.lk     
d +94 11 287 0587

“When the roots are deep there is no reason
to fear the wind”

~African proverb
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ICHEMC NEWS
ANNUAL SESSIONS 

The 52nd Annual Sessions of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon was 
held on the 14th June 2023 at the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute. 
The day marked the 82nd anniversary celebrations of the Institute 
as well. The following distinguished awards were given away to 
the recipients.
•	 Distinguished Service Award - Professor Priyani A Paranagama
•	 Special Yeoman Service Award -Professor H D Gunawardhana
•	 Long Service Awards - Mr. N. I. N. S. Nadarasa, Mr D I Sahan 

H Jayasingha, Mr U J Nishan Chandana
•	 Ramakrishna Memorial Award - Dr. Imalka Munaweera
•	 Kandiah Memorial Award for Applied Chemistry - Mr. S. 

Keerthanan
•	 Kandiah Memorial Award for Basic Chemistry - Mr. W. M. 

Priyantha Samarasinghe
•	 Professor M U S Sultanbawa Award for Research in Chemistry 

– 2022 - Mr. Damith D. Lekamge
•	 CCS Research Award - Dr. Gobika Thiripuranathar
The prizes, scholarships and awards were also presented to the All 
Island Inter-School Chemistry quiz winners, National Chemistry 
Olympiad Winners and students of the GIC programme of the 
College of Chemical Sciences.

COUNCIL 2023/ 2024
President	 : Prof H M D N Priyantha
President Elect 	 : Prof. J A Liyanage
Vice President 	 : Prof. H M K K Pathirane
Immediate Past President	 : Mr N M S Hettigedara 
Hony. Joint Secretaries	 : Dr. D N Udukala  
	   Dr. A G M J Gunaratna
Hony. Treasurer	 : Prof P A Paranagama
Hony. Asst. Treasurer	 : Prof P A S R Wickramarachchi
Hony. Editor	 : Prof. S Hewage
Hony. Asst. Editor	 : Prof. C Hettiarachchi
Secretary for International 
	                         Relations 	: Prof R D Wijesekera
Chairperson/AB-IChemC 	 : Prof H M D N Priyantha
Chairperson/AB-CCS   	 : Prof. S A Deraniyagala
Hony. Secretary/AB-IChemC	 : Dr. A A P Keerthi  
Chairman, A&EP Committee	: Mr. E G Somapala
Secretary, A&EP Committee	 : Prof C Padumadasa
Chairman, Board of Trustees	 : Prof. S A Deraniyagala
Chairperson/Past Presidents  	 : Prof S Liyanage
Elected Members
Prof. A D L C Perera	 Prof. S P Deraniyagala
Dr. R L P Weerasinghe     	 Dr. M R Lamabadusuriya
Dr. M P Deeyamulla	 Dr. H I C de Silva
Mr. M R M Haniffa	 Mr. K R Dayananda
Mr. M S P Udaya Kumara	 Mr. P S M Kumaratunga

ANNUAL DINNER
The Annual Dinner of the Institute was held on the 30th June 2023 
at Golden Rose amidst the presence of the Council members, 
academic and non-academic staff. Prof. Namal Priyantha was 
decorated officially as the incoming President of the IChemC for 
the year 2023/24 by the outgoing President Mr. N M S Hettigedara.

ICHEMC AT THE COMMONWEALTH 
CHEMISTRY CONGRESS

The second Commonwealth Chemistry Congress organized 
by the Commonwealth Chemistry which is the Federation of 
Commonwealth Chemical Sciences Societies was held from 
the 23rd of May 2023 to the 25th of May 2023 at St Augustine, 
Trinidad and Tobago. As the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon is the 
professional body for chemists in Sri Lanka several of its members 
represented Sri Lanka at this congress in various capacities. The 
delegation from the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon comprised 6 
members. Prof. Priyani Pranagama participated as an executive 
committee member of Commonwealth Chemistry, Dr. Sameera 
R. Gunatilake participated as a representative of the Scientific 
Organizing Committee, Prof. Namal Priyantha participated as 
the representative for the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon at the 
Annual General Meeting of Commonwealth Chemistry whilst 
Dr. Udaya Jayasundara, Dr. Ireshika de Silva and Dr. Anoja 
Attanayake represented Sri Lanka as emerging chemists from Sri 
Lanka. Dr. Udaya Jayasundara conducted a flash presentation at the 
congress while Dr. Ireshika de Silva, Dr. Anoja Attanayake and Dr. 
Udaya Jaysundara carried out poster presentations. Furthermore, 
Dr. Sameera R. Gunatilake served as the chair for two sessions 
conducted under the themes of Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG 
6) and Climate Action (SDG 13) and delivered a plenary speech 
on the same theme. Traveling, and accommodation of all delegates 
were sponsored by the  Commonwealth Chemistry.
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ICHEMC EVENTS
EVERYTHING ABOUT TEA 

The seminar on topic "Everything about Tea" was held at the 
Institute of Chemistry Ceylon on 22nd September 2023 from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.. 
The seminar aimed for the exploration of Chemistry of Tea & the 
Biochemistry Impact of Tea, Basics of Tea Manufacturing Process, 
Health Benefits of Tea, How to Produce Value Added Tea-Based 
Products & the Opportunities and finally, Current Problems & 
Marketing Aspects in Tea Industry. This provided the attendees a 
comprehensive understanding of tea. 

The resource persons were Prof. Nimal Punyasiri (Chair and 
Professor in Biochemistry, IBMBB, UoC), Prof. Tissa Amarakoon 
(Professor in Chemistry, UoK), Dr. Ranjith Perera (Senior Lecturer, 
UWU), Mr. Gerad Galahitiyawa (Consultant - Tea Manufacturing) 
and Mr. Niraj De Mel (Chairman, Sri Lanka Tea Board, Veteran 
in the Tea Industry)
Dr. Kushan Weerasiri a Senior Lecturer, College of Chemical 
Sciences, Institute of Chemistry Ceylon acted as the moderator 
in this seminar.
This seminar enlightened and satisfied every attendee's tea 
knowledge and was a huge success. 
This event was organized by the Training Seminar /Workshops 
Committee 2023/24 of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon

CPD – A PROGRESSIVE STEP FOR 
PROFESSIONALS

The Institute of Chemistry Ceylon, taking another step forward 
launched the Continuous Professional Development programme 
on the 16th of March 2023. As for the theme of the year 2022/2023 
“Role of Chemists in Sustainable Development” which is aligned 
with Sustainable Development Goals declared by the UN, the 
contribution of the Institute of Chemistry especially to  SDG 4 
: Quality  Education which is aimed at ensuring inclusive and 

equitable quality education and promoting lifelong learning 
opportunities for all and their contribution to  SDG 9: Industry, 
innovation and infrastructure  which is aimed at building resilient 
infrastructure, promoting inclusive and sustainable industrialization 
and fostering innovations was highlighted. The 16-day programme 
took place across renowned chemistry-related institutions such as 
SLINTEC, ITI and IChemC itself, allowing its participants to gain 
a wide scope of knowledge regarding chemical analysis including 
hands-on instrument experience. The project was carried out under 
the former President of IChemC Mr N.M. Hettigedara’s Action 
Plan was headed by Prof. Sujatha Hewage, the Chairperson for 
the CPD Programme.

FOUR BRONZE MEDALS 
AT THE ICHO 2023

A very big congratulations to the Sri Lankan Chemistry Olympiad 
team who earned four bronze medals at the ICHO 2023. Our 
winning team members are Isitha Dinujaya (Ananda College), 
Thisarindu Adeepa (Richmand College, Galle), Thuvarahan 
Chandrakumar (St. Thomus College, Mount-lavinia) and Pahanma 
Upani Lenora (Sangamiththa Vidyalaya, Galle). Their hard work, 
dedication and passion for chemistry has paved the way towards 
this success. This achievement is remarkable since this is the 
first time Sri Lanka participated in the ICHO competition held 
physically. A total of 348 students from 89 countries participated 
in this global competition and consisted of Chemistry theory and 
practical examinations. 


