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RUNNERS UP AT THE INTER-UNIVERSITY 
UNDERGRADUATE THESIS COMPETITION

The final round of the Inter-University Undergraduate 
Thesis Competition was held on the 10th of October 
2020 on a virtual platform. Out of the ten finalists, 
Mr. Yasiru Vindula Alwis, a Graduate Teaching 
Assistant of CCS, was placed second for his poster 
on, “Synthesis, evaluation and structure-activity 
relationship study of 2-phenyl-3H-quinazolin-4-one 
derivatives as urease inhibitors against Helicobacter 

pylori”. The research was carried out under the supervision of Dr. Dinusha 
N Udukala and Dr. Medha J Gunaratna, and was previously awarded the 
“Best Research project beneficial for the country” by IChemC.

CCS BAGS MULTIPLE AWARDS AT THE 
COMPETITIONS ORGANIZED BY SLAAS

Under the theme “Chemical Sciences”, the Inter-University Quiz 
Competition organized by the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement 
of Science (SLAAS) was held on the 19th of September 2020. Team CCS, 
comprising Mr. Isiwara Rathnayake, Mr. Dilhan Jayasinghe, Ms. 
Pujani Usliyanage and Ms. Nikitha Bandara, emerged runners up after 
a competitive session.

Students of CCS competed in the virtual Inter-University Poster Presentation 
Competition held under the theme, “Green Energy”, on the same day, 
and were able to secure second place out of the eight universities that 
participated. The team members were Mr. Kusalvin Dabare, Mr. Ashen 
Saranguhewa, Mr. Devin Abhayatunga, Ms. Sachini De Silva and Mr. 
Pasindu Samaraweera.
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PROF. SAGARIKA EKANAYAKE ASSUMES 
DUTIES AS THE 83RD PRESIDENT OF THE 
INSTITUTE OF CHEMISTRY CEYLON

The Institute warmly welcomes 
Prof. Sagarika Ekanayake, the 
incoming president of IChemC, 
and her Council for the year 
2020/21. Prof. Ekanayake is an 
acclaimed research personality 
in the field of biochemistry in 
Sri Lanka and is serving as a 

Senior Professor at the University of Sri Jayewardenepura. She 
was elected as a Fellow of the International Union of Pure and 
Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) this year and is also the immediate 
past Dean of CCS.  
To Prof. Priyani Paranagama, the outgoing president, and the 
Council for the year 2019/20, the Institute expresses its sincere 
appreciation for the services rendered during the past year.

19 CCS GRADUATES OFFERED FULLY 
FUNDED PLACEMENTS FOR THEIR 

HIGHER STUDIES OVERSEAS. 
The following students obtained positions for doctoral studies;
Ms. Kalani Perera (University of Exeter, England), Ms. Hashini 
Perera (University of Surrey, England), Ms. M. K. B. K. Perera 
(University of South Carolina, USA), Ms. W. A. K. Gunarathne 
(Stonybrook University, New York), Mr. Amod Udayanga and 
Ms. Dasuni Rathnaweera (Clemson University, South Carolina), 
Mr. Nisal Egodawaththa (Florida Institute of Technology), Ms. 
Dharani Abeysinghe (The Pennsylvania State University - 
University Park), Mr. Uthpala Saroshan Deshapriya (Michigan 
State University, USA), Mr. Sashi Dhilanka (Bowling Green 
State University, Ohio), Ms. Oshani Nayanathara Rathnayake 
and Ms. Samadhi Nawalage (Mississippi State University, USA), 
Ms. Keshari Rajawasam (University of Nevada, Las Vegas), Mr. 
Chasika Prematunga (Mae Fah Luang University), Ms. Senuri 
Gayara (Louisiana State University), Mr. Pathum Serasinghe and 
Ms. Gayanethra Kaumini (University of Missouri, Columbia), Ms. 
Fathima Nadiya Iqbal (Southern Illinois University, Carbondale),  
Ms. Sammani Ramanayaka (Lancaster University, UK).
Mr. L. N. D. Silva, obtained a position for Masters Studies at 
Friedrich Schiller University Jena, Germany (Winter 2020)
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GUEST EDITORIAL
THE MISSILE MAN- LATE PROF. ABDUL KALAM, FORMER PRESIDENT OF INDIA

M. R. M. Haniffa, F.I.Chem.C., Chartered Chemist

Senior Lecturer in Chemistry, Open University of Sri Lanka

	 I am extremely happy to be able to pen a few words to the 
tri-annual publication of the Institute. As this is a newsletter that 
has a widespread reach to many young scientists aspiring in their 
field, I thought to share a few insights from the legendary life of 
the late Prof. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam. He was a visionary, a scientist, 
and the former President of India. He not only embodied many 
of the virtues of a principled leader and statesman, but also led an 
exemplary and simple life that is very rare during modern times.  
He not only did the “talking", but also did the "walking", so much 
so that it is impossible to write about him concisely. 

	 Prof. Kalam was referred to as the "Missile Man of India" due 
to his close association with the development of Nuclear Power in 
India. Although Prof. Kalam was considered average during his 
school days, he was a bright and hardworking student who had 
a yearning to learn. His interests laid mainly in Mathematics. Dr. 
Kalam was the recipient of “The Bharat Ratna” (Jewel of India) 
award in 1997, an award presented in recognition of exceptional 
services rendered to the nation, without any form of distinction or 
discrimination. It is the highest civilian award in India. 

	 Prof. Kalam was an inspiration, not only to India but to the entire 
world. He epitomized wisdom and sincerity. He passed away in 2015, 
leaving a mark in the hearts and minds of all Indians (and perhaps 
many all over the world), in a manner few other public figures have 
done in the recent past. The whole of India and the leaders of the 
world mourned the loss of Prof. Kalam whose philosophies and 
teachings were admired by millions all around the world. He was 
not only a great scientist, but also a great President and was referred 
to as the “People's President”.

	 In material terms, the "People's President" owned only a little, 
save his 2,500 books, a wrist watch, six shirts, four pairs of trousers, 
three suits, and a pair of shoes. Prof. Kalam did not own any personal 
property, be it a fridge, TV, car, or an air conditioner, this being a 
man who spent over five decades in public service, including his 

tenure as President. What a contrast to the present-day leaders! He 
did not die in poverty, but neither did he live a life of luxury. He 
survived on the royalty of his books (he authored four of them) - 
and his pension. The exact amount of his life savings is not known.

	 "It wasn't much to write about," said Sheridan, who was his 
secretary for over two decades.

	 He was firm about not receiving any personal gifts and made 
sure that all personal gifts were duly tabulated, and sent to the 
government's toshakhana (literally called treasure house).

	 "He would never accept a gift, save a book. Anything other than 
a book was politely returned," says his former media advisor SM 
Khan. 

	 Prof. Kalam’s love for technology is well known, and he kept 
himself updated on the latest developments, mainly through the 
radio. He did not have a television set in his living quarters. He got 
his news either from radio or newspapers. 

	 "The only TV set at his Rajaji Marg residence was used by his 
staff," Khan said. 

	 "The lives of great men remind us, we can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us, Footprints on the sands of time." 
Prof. Kalam wasn't around when Wordsworth wrote these lines. 
Had both the men belonged to the same age, then these lines would 
have been written for Kalam.

	 The legacy of Prof. Kalam has left behind many important 
messages. He said that “You cannot change your future, but you 
can change your habits, and surely your habits will change your 
future.” This quotation is very relevant in the present context as we 
are battling bad habits on all fronts. With the advent of modern 
technology, ICT in particular, we are now facing a problem with 
the new generation. We want our children to perform well to be 
successful in the future but are they prepared to change their habits? 
Reportedly, smartphones are used over 90% of the time for purposes 
other than calling or receiving calls.

	 It is my experience over the past 4-5 years, that the habit 
of reading books/papers (an important aspect to develop one's 
language skills) has gradually come down to a point where hardly 
anyone [classically] does any reading like those in the good old 
'60s and '70s did, over a cup of tea. When the question “who read 
the newspaper this morning?" is posed to the students in a class, 
virtually no hands are raised. On the contrary, in the same breath, 
when the question "who does not have a cell phone” is asked, once 
again, virtually no hands are raised, a good example of the status 
of the old and present era.



C o l l e g e  o f  C h e m i c a l  S c i e n c e s  N e w s l e t t e r 03

June - December, 2020 Volume: 19 		 No: 02

	 “Dream is not that which you see while sleeping. It is something 
that does not let you sleep. You have to dream before your dream 
comes true” and that “It is easy to defeat someone, but it is very hard 
to win someone” are other famous sayings by him. Prof. Kalam paid 
emphasis on the fact that "Luxury and lies have huge maintenance 
costs. But truth and simplicity are self-maintained without any cost”. 

	 What can you learn from the above quotes?  I presume there are 
many lessons for the discerning mind, and it is hoped that we could 
apply them to ourselves; that is to look inwards at ourselves and see 
whether we could make a change for the better. Let us not try to 
"defeat" one another, but rather, let us "win" them over.  Let us tell 
the truth, however, bitter it may be. Let us lead a life of simplicity 
and not indulge in extravagance. Let us change our habits so that 
we can change our future. Let us all dream to make our dreams 
[completion of the Malabe building for example], come true. 

	 “Great teachers emanate out of knowledge, passion, and 
compassion”. This saying is very apt in the present day where teaching 
is a stepping stone for many in their career pathways. We need 
to develop the three key characteristics mentioned – knowledge, 
passion, and compassion. A good understanding of the subject area 
that one teaches is a sine qua non (necessity), and one needs to be 
passionate about teaching them. Being compassionate towards your 
pupils means that you empathize with them, go out of the way to 
provide support in more ways than one, aside from the routine. 

	 It is worthwhile recalling an amusing statement that Prof. Kalam 
made when he said that pizza always confused him. “It comes in a 

square box, yet when you open it, it is round. And when you start 
eating it, it is a triangle! Life and people are like pizza; looks different, 
appear different and of course, behave very differently". 

	 Need I elaborate on the moral of the above statement? The 
message is very clear.

	 A person asked Prof. Abdul Kalam, “Sir, what is the easiest and 
most difficult thing in Life?" He replied, “Mistakes. Easy to Judge 
when others do it. Difficult to realize it when we do it.” It was an 
interesting reply, and looking carefully, we can see it happening all 
the time among the so-called cream of society. Many are not able to 
say "sorry" when they make a mistake. Ego and pride do not allow 
one to acknowledge their lapses while they highlight that of others. 
One need not look far to find examples in real life.  

	 Let us ponder upon the contribution made by Prof. Kalam 
towards his nation, and try to emulate some of the teachings and 
lessons from his life and time to lead a more focused and disciplined 
life ourselves.

SEMINARS

~~~~~*~~~~~
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“QUALITY AND SAFETY IN FOOD 
INDUSTRY” 

A seminar on “Quality and Safety in Food Industry” was held on 
the 30th of November 2020 at the Institute premises via a virtual 
platform. The resource persons for the event were Mr. E. G. 
Somapala, Dr. Sujatha Pathirage, Dr. Gamini Rajanayake and Prof. 
Terrance Madhujith. The seminar concluded successfully with over 
130 participants.

VIRTUAL OPEN DAYS FOR THE GIC/
BSC (HONOURS) 2021 INTAKE

For the first time, two Open Days for the BSc (Hons)/GIC 2021 
intake were held via Zoom, on the 28th of November and 20th 

of December 2020, and over 200 participants joined altogether. 
The agenda started off with an introduction to the Institute and 
College, structure of both programmes and the value of following 
Chemistry at CCS. Two 3rd year students described their life and 
experience while four alumni members inspired the prospective 
students by sharing the journey that took off from CCS, all the 
way towards industry and academia. The event ended with a 
Questions and Answer session discussed by a panel of lecturers/ 
office bearers of IChemC.

CCS EVENTS
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THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON FRONTIERS IN CHEMICAL 

TECHNOLOGY ORGANIZED BY 
ICHEMC

The International Conference on “Frontiers in Chemical 
Technology 2020 (FCT-2020)” was held at IChemC from the 20th to 
22nd of July 2020. Focusing on technological developments in timely 
areas of research, FCT brought together over 100 participants 
from various local and foreign institutions. Prof. Janitha Liyanage, 
Vice-Chairperson of the University Grants Commission, was the 
Chief Guest of the event. The technical sessions were held both 
physically at the Institute premises, and via webinar sessions. 
Resource persons, who held esteemed positions in the industry 
and field of academia, graced this special occasion. Highlights of 
the conference were the poster presentation session, which was 
held on the second day of the conference, and a technical session 
organized by the Women Chemists Committee held on the final 
day of the event. The conference was chaired by Prof. Priyani 
Paranagama. Dr. Sameera R Gunatilake was the secretary of the 
conference and Prof. Kapila Seneviratne served as the Editor in 
Chief.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS AND 
AWARDS CEREMONY OF THE 49TH 
ANNUAL SESSIONS AND THE 79TH 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS OF 
THE ICHEMC 

The Annual sessions and Anniversary celebrations of the Institute 
were held on the 13th of August 2020 at Sri Lanka Foundation 
Institute, Colombo 07. The event was graced by the Chief Guest, Prof. 
Chandrika Wijeyaratne, Vice Chancellor, University of Colombo. 
The outgoing president of IChemC for the year 2019/2020, Prof. 
Priyani Paranagama, delivered the presidential address on “Shaping 
careers of chemists through the advancements in chemical 
technology.” The research contributions of young scientists were 
acknowledged by the distribution of the annual Institute awards. 
The Ramakrishna Memorial Award was won by Dr. Sameera R. 
Gunatilake, whereas the Kandiah Award for Applied Chemistry 
was won by Ms. C. P. Ekanayake. Ms. T. C. T. Peiris was the proud 
recipient of the Kandiah Memorial Graduateship Award, and Ms. 
A. A. D. T. Abeysinghe won Prof. M U S Sultanbawa Award for 
Research in Chemistry. Finalists of both the National Chemistry 
Olympiad Competition and All Island Inter School Chemistry 
Quiz, along with the prize winners of the GIC examination, were 
among the award winners of the ceremony.

ICHEMC EVENTS
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ICHEMC EVENTS
INDUCTION OF THE 83RD PRESIDENT 

AND ANNUAL DINNER OF                   
THE ICHEMC

The induction ceremony of the 83rd President, Prof. Sagarika 
Ekanayake, and the Annual Dinner of the Institute of Chemistry 
Ceylon was held on the 15th of August 2020, at the Galle Face Hotel, 
Colombo. The evening was honorably graced by the presence of 
the Chief Guest, Emeritus Prof. Savitri Kumar from University 
of Peradeniya, who is also a Visiting Research Professor at the 
National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy. The gathering 
was welcomed by Prof. Priyani Paranagama, the Outgoing 
President of the IChemC. Prof. Jayantha Welihinda graced the 
event as the Guest of Honor and delivered the citation of the 
incoming president.

UNVEILING OF THE PLAQUE OF PAST 
PRESIDENTS

A plaque bearing the names of all past presidents of the Chemical 
Society and IChemC, mounted in the foyer of the ‘Adamantane 
House’, was unveiled by the Chief Guest, Deshabandu Prof. Tuley 
De Silva (also a past president and the Chancellor of the University 
of Wayamba), on the 4th of September 2020. The current president 
of the Institute, Prof. Sagarika Ekanayake, thanked the Chief Guest 
and all past presidents who were gathered, for the services rendered 
to the Institute during their period of presidency.

ICHEMC NEWS
SRI LANKA WINS THREE 

BRONZE MEDALS AND AN 
HONORABLE MENTION AT THE 

52ND INTERNATIONAL CHEMISTRY 
OLYMPIAD 2020

The Institute congratulates R. M. S. Ravindu Sanwara (Ananda 
College, Colombo 10), Arulanantham Abhinanthan (Hindu 
College, Jaffna) and Uvindu Praveen Sumanasekera (Badulla 
Central College, Badulla), who won bronze medals, and M B 
Shakindi Vihangana (Sujatha Vidyalaya, Mathara) who won an 
honorable mention, at the 52nd International Chemistry Olympiad 
2020. 
The remote competition held this year was hosted by Turkey, on 
the 25th of July 2020. The competition saw the participation of 
235 students from 60 countries and it was the first time Sri Lanka 
was represented at the International Chemistry Olympiad. The 
participants for the International Chemistry Olympiad exam 
were trained at the Institute premises using many theory and 
practical examinations prepared by senior lecturers at IChemC and 
visiting lecturers from other reputed universities in the country. 
The participants underwent a screening process before being 
selected to represent Sri Lanka. We are extremely proud of these 
young and promising talents who will certainly reach great heights 
in the future!

ORBITUARY NOTICE -                       
DEMISE OF PROF. W. S. FERNANDO 

Prof. W. S. Fernando, a 
luminary academic and 
council member of the 
Institute of Chemistry Ceylon 
passed away last September. 
He served as the President of 
IChemC from 2002-2003, and 
was a member of the academic 
board of CCS. Prof. Fernando 
was also the chairman of the 
Royal Society of Chemistry 

(Sri Lanka section). The funeral service was held on the 9th of 
September 2020 at Mount Lavinia Cemetery.
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STAFF NEWS
LONG SERVICE AWARDS           

This year’s recipients of the long service awards were Mrs. H. L. 
Anoma Champanie Wijesuriya, Dr. U. S. K. Weliwegamage and 
Mr. H. L. R. Hasantha Abeyrathna. Mrs. Wijesuriya assumed 
duties 30 years ago as a trainee accountant and is currently the 
Assistant Finance Manager of the Institute. Dr. Weliwegamage 
joined CCS in 2005 as the first full time and permanent senior 
lecturer of CCS. At present, he is the Head of the Department 
of Allied Sciences at CCS. Mr. H. L. R. Hasantha Abeyrathna 
joined the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon in 2005 as a laboratory 
assistant and is now the Education Assistant of the Institute. The 
awards were presented at the 49th Annual Sessions ceremony of 
the Institute.

FAREWELL TO PROF. EKANAYAKE 
AND DR. RATNAWEERA

A farewell was organized for Prof. Sagarika Ekanayake and Dr. 
Chinthaka Rathnaweera on the 29th of July 2020, at the College 
premises. The academic and administrative staff attended on this 
day to appreciate the services rendered by them to CCS!

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

The New Dean of CCS
Prof. Sujatha Hewage assumed her place as the new Dean of CCS. 
Prof. Hewage is a past president of IChemC and was the Hony. 
Rector of IChemC during 2017/18. We warmly welcome her and 
wish her the best of luck in the work she plans to do in future. 

Welcoming two Visiting Professors 
Prof. M. D. P. De Costa and Prof. H. M. D. N. Priyantha were 
appointed as full time internal academics with effect from this 
year. They are executing duties at the Institute while on their 
sabbatical leave. Both Prof. Costa and Prof. Priyantha are no 
strangers to the Institute. Prof. Costa is attached to the Department 
of Chemistry at University of Colombo and Prof. Priyantha serves 
as a Senior Professor at the Department of Chemistry, University 
of Peradeniya.

New Research Assistant Recruited
Ms. Samudrika Attanayake, has been recruited as a Research 
Assistant. She is reading for her MPhil, under the supervision of 
Dr. Gobika Thiripuranathar and Prof. Sagarika Ekanayake (co-
supervisor) and this project is funded by IChemC.

The following peer reviewed research articles have been published 
under the CCS affiliation during September – December 2020.
1.	 Kuruppu, K.; Perera, K.; Chamara, A.; Thiripuranathar, G., 

Flower shaped ZnO—NPs; phytofabrication, photocatalytic, 
fluorescence quenching, and photoluminescence activities. Nano 
Express 2020, 1, 020020.

2.	 Weerawardana, M.; Thiripuranathar, G.; Paranagama, P. A., 
Natural Antibrowning Agents against Polyphenol Oxidase 
Activity in Annona muricata and Musa acuminata. Journal of 
Chemistry 2020, 2020.

3.	 Deshapriya, U. S.; Dinuka, S.; Ratnaweera, P. B.; Ratnaweera, 
C. N., In silico study for prediction of novel bioactivities of the 
endophytic fungal alkaloid, mycoleptodiscin B for human targets. 
Journal of Molecular Graphics and Modelling 2020, 107767.

4.	 Perera, K. M. K. G.; Kuruppu, K. A. S. S.; Chamara, A. M. 
R.; Thiripuranathar, G., Characterization of spherical Ag 
nanoparticles synthesized from the agricultural wastes of Garcinia 
mangostana and Nephelium lappaceum and their applications 
as a photo catalyzer and fluorescence quencher. SN Appl. Sci. 
2020, 2, 1-24

5.	 Uzair, B.; Liaqat, A.; Iqbal, H.; Menaa, B.; Razzaq, A.; 
Thiripuranathar, G.; Fatima Rana, N.; Menaa, F., Green and 
Cost-Effective Synthesis of Metallic Nanoparticles by Algae: Safe 
Methods for Translational Medicine. Bioengineering 2020, 7, 129.

6.	 Chamara, A.; Thiripuranathar, G., Assessment of Haemostatic 
Activity of Medicinal Plants Using In Vitro Methods: A Concise 
Review. IOSR Journal of Pharmacy and Biological Sciences 2020, 
15, 26-34.

7.	 Peiris, C.; Nawalage, S.; Wewalwela, J. J.; Gunatilake, S. R.; 
Vithanage, M., Biochar based sorptive remediation of steroidal 
estrogen contaminated aqueous systems: A critical review. 
Environmental Research 2020, 191, 110183.

8.	 Abeysinghe, A.; Deshapriya, R.; Udawatte, C., Alzheimer's 
disease; a review of the pathophysiological basis and therapeutic 
interventions. Life Sciences 2020, 117996.

9.	 Welikala, U.; Navarathna, C. M.; Nawalage, S.; Sarkar, B.; Mlsna, 
T. E.; Gunatilake, S. R., 4 Analytical Methods for Particulate 
Plastics in Soil and Water. Particulate Plastics in Terrestrial and 
Aquatic Environments, CRC press 2020, 51.

10.	 Navarathna, C.; Alchouron, J.; Liyanage, A.; Herath, A.; 
Wathudura, P.; Nawalage, S.; Rodrigo, P.; Gunatilake, S. R.; 
Mohan, D.; Pittman Jr, C., Recent Developments in Aqueous 
Arsenic (III) Remediation Using Biomass-Based Adsorbents. 
In Contaminants in Our Water: Identification and Remediation 
Methods, ACS Publications: 2020; pp 197-251.

11.	 Menaa, F.; Wijesinghe, P.A.U.I.; Thiripuranathar, G.; Uzair, 
B.; Iqbal, H.; Khan, B.A.; Menaa, B. Ecological and Industrial 
Implications of Dynamic Seaweed-Associated Microbiota 
Interactions. Mar. Drugs 2020, 18, 641.

APPOINTMENTS
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PANDEMIC OR NOT, 
GAVEL NEVER STOPS!

The 5th Annual General Meeting of the Gavel Club of CCS was held 
virtually on the 27th of July 2020 via Google Meet. The executive 
committee for the year 2020/21 was appointed, with Uthsara 
Malaweera Arachchi as the President, Sasanka Yakandawala as 
Vice President Education, Vinuja Fernando as Vice President 
Membership, Nadun Guruge as Vice President Public Relations, 
Jayath De Silva as Secretary, Atheek Ameen as Co-Secretary, 
Ashwin Ranasinghe as Treasurer, Ayomal Fernando as Co-
Treasurer and Dinithi Jayasekera as Sergeant at Arms. The official 
newsletter of the Gavel Club of CCS was launched in July 2020, 
with the prime objective of highlighting the creativity and skills 
of its members. “The Gavelier” newsletter is a publication that has 
gained wide acclaim among the gavel community. Additionally, 
the club has restarted the Toastmasters Education Program, which 
will help students develop as qualified communicators.

THE 9TH INSTALLATION CEREMONY
 AND WEBSITE LAUNCH OF               

THE ROTARACT CLUB OF CCS 
The 9th Installation Ceremony of the Rotaract Club of CCS was 
held at the P.P.G.L. Auditorium on the 31st of August 2020. Rtr. 
Bhanuka Gunaratne is the incoming President for the year 2020/21. 
The club website was officially launched on the same day.  The 
Vice President is Rtr. Ashwin Wijesundara Ranasinghe, whereas 
the posts of Secretary and Treasurer are held by Rtr. Jayath De 
Silva and Rtr. Dinithi Jayasekara, respectively. The Sergeant at 
Arms is Rtr. Dasuni Nayanathara and the Co-Editors of the club 
are Rtr. Samadhi Hemachandra and Rtr. Sashini Perera. The club 
conducted workshops, projects and competitions both physically 
and virtually, such as the Online Chess Tournament, Facing the 
New Normal and Drops of Hope (a joint blood donation camp). 
The Online Mental Health Workshop called “Mending Mindsets” 
was held on the 15th of November, in partnership with the suicide 
awareness organization CCC line.

THE AGM OF THE ORGANIC 
CHEMISTRY CLUB

The Annual General Meeting of the Organic Chemistry Club 
(OCC) of CCS was held virtually on the 8th of November 2020. 
The event was graced by several distinguished Organic Chemists, 
Biochemists, Research and Teaching assistants and members of 
the OCC. The new board of officials were introduced with Mr. 
Dilhan Jayasinghe as the new President of the club. Launching of 
the Year plan, Vision and Mission statements and re-launching 
of the club logo took place on this day, as the club stepped into 
a new academic year. The OCC has planned to organize several 
webinars involving both local and foreign lecturers. Industrial 
visits to key pharmaceutical companies and research institutes in 
Sri Lanka will be organized in due course.

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

A WEBINAR ON "THE ROOTS OF 
ORGANIC DEVELOPMENT" 

A webinar session organized by the OCC was successfully held on 
the 12th of November 2020 under the theme “The Roots of Organic 
Development”. Dr. Dinusha Udukala, Dr. Medha J. Gunaratna and 
Dr. A. A. P. Keerthi shared their expertise on Bioassays, Synthetic 
methods in Organic Chemistry and Natural product extraction 
methods. The immediate past president of the club, Yasiru Vindula 
Alwis, delivered a speech based on his own research experiences 
as an undergraduate, and on the obstacles one has to overcome 
when carrying out undergraduate research in Sri Lanka. Members 
of the Organic Chemistry Club as well as undergraduates from 
various other universities in Sri Lanka participated in the webinar. 

NEW EQUIPMENT PURCHASED BY 
THE INSTITUTE

As an educational institute that has always prioritized the 
provision of research opportunities to students, CCS has made 
several investments to purchase instrumentation that enabled 
both quantitative and qualitative analyses of samples. A multi-
purpose centrifuge worth Rs. 1,311,242.94 and an autoclave worth 
Rs. 346,032 were purchased recently. The equipments are placed 
at the Institute premises.

DEVELOPMENTS
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ALUMNI NEWS

The Institute is proud to announce the achievements of our Alumni 
members during the past year.
Dr. Rukshika Hewawasam obtained her second PhD from The 
University of Rhode Island. Dr. Hewawasam graduated from the 
Institute of Chemistry Ceylon in the year 2013. She obtained 
her first doctorate from the University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 
Currently, she is a postdoctoral fellow at Anschutz Medical 
Campus, University of Colorado.

Dr. Tara Liyanage graduated from IChemC in 2013, and obtained 
her PhD from Baylor University. She has accepted a postdoctoral 
position to work at the School of Medicine, Department of 
Biochemistry, Boston University. 

Dr. Lakmini Egodawatta obtained her PhD from the School of 
Earth, Atmospheric and Life Sciences, University of Wollongong. 
She obtained her GIC qualification in 2012. Currently, she is a 
Technical Assistant in Ecotoxicology at the Department of planning, 
industry and environment at the University of Wollongong.

Dr. Sahan Perera obtained his PhD from University of 
Saskatchewan and is now a postdoctoral candidate at the University 
of Hawaii. He graduated from the Institute in the year 2009.

Dr Namini Nirodha Paranawithana graduated from the Institute 
in 2010 and obtained her PhD from University of Texas at Dallas 
in 2018. At present, Dr. Paranawithana is a scientist at Organix 
Inc, Woburn.

Mr. Mihindukulasuriya Cristo Binara Peiris obtained his 
Master's in Environmental science and Technology from RMIT 
Australia in 2020. He graduated in the year 2017 from IChemC.

Two of our Alumni appointed as executive committee members 
of Private Medical Laboratories Limited

Mr. Neil Priyath John and Mr. Mohommed Fayaz, two Alumni 
of the DLT program, have been appointed as the President and 
Secretary respectively, of the Private Medical Laboratories Limited. 
We wish both Mr. John and Mr. Fayaz the best of luck to pursue 
their career goals and aspirations.

CCS NEWS

RESIGNATION FROM STAFF DUTIES
The CCS wishes to express its gratitude to the following Graduate 
Teaching Assitants for their service rendered during the past 
year - Ms. Hashini Perera, Mr. Amod Udayanga, Mr. Nisal 
Egodawaththa, Mr. Udara Pannilavithana, Ms. Senuri Gayara, 
Ms. Dasuni Rathnaweera and the Project Assistant, Ms. Samadhi 
Nawalage. We wish them the best of luck for their future endeavours!

TWO RESEARCH ASSISTANTS 
COMPLETE THEIR MPHIL DEGREES

Two of our Research Assistants, Ms. Chathuri Peiris and Ms. 
Fathima Nushra, successfully completed their MPhil programmes 
in October 2020. CCS wishes to congratulate them for their hard 
work and contribution to undergraduate research studies.

A RESEARCH DISCUSSION WITH          
PROF. RALF I. KAISER

Prof. Ralf I. Kaiser, from 
the University of Hawai’I 
at Monoa, conducted a 
research discussion for 
students of CCS, on the 
10th of December 2020. 
The topic under discussion 
was Astrochemistry, a 

rather rarerly trodden path by many. His research intersts include 
“Formation of water on Lunar Surface”, “Extraterrestrial Phosphorous 
Chemistry”, Reaction Dynamics involved in the formation of 
Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs)”, “Energetic Materials” 
and “Metal based Jet Fuel Additives”. Prof. Kaiser was impressed 
about the students and extended the opportunity for doctoral 
positions in his research group.

E E-COLLOQUIUM SERIES CONTINUES
Two more E-colloquiums were organized by CCS, owing to the 
new normal. 

Dr. H. Jessica Pereira conducted a session on 
“Nanostructured Copper Electrodes for Organic 
Photovoltaics”, on the 31st of May 2020, via Google 
Meet. She is a proud product of CCS, who obtained 
her PhD from the University of Warwick, where 
she is also a Research Fellow at the Department 

of Chemistry. 

On the 23rd of June 2020, Prof. Sanjeewa 
Gamagedara’s talk on “Cancer Biomarkers: 
An Analytical Chemistry Perspective”, was held 
through Google Meet. He obtained his BSc 
from the University of Peradeniya and PhD 
from the Missouri University of Science and 

Technology, Rolla, Missouri, USA. He is an Assistant Professor 
at the Department of Chemistry, University of Central Oklahoma, 
USA.


